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“WVe must accept finite disappointment, but
never lose infinite hope.”
Martln Luther Klng,jr.
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- PREVIOUS STUDIES ON
VIOLENT CRIMES AND
ANIMAL ABUSE



Ressler, Douglas, Burgess

Ressler, R.K., Burgess,A.VV.,, & Douglas, J.E.
(1988). Sexual Homicide: Patterns and
Motives. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books.

Study based on male homicide perpetrators
whose offenses also included some form
of sexual crime, 36% of offenders were
violent to animals in childhood, 46% in
adolescence, and 36% in adulthood
based on self-report measures



CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
AND OTHER CRIMES

A study by the MSPCA and Northeastern University

December 1997

Principal Investigators: Carter Luke, MSPCA
Arnold Arluke, Northeastern University
Jack Levin, Northeastern University
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Seventy percent of the people who committed violent crimes against

animals also had criminal records for violent, property, drug, or
disorder crimes. When compared to their next-door neighbors,
people who abused animals were five times more likely to commit
violent crimes against people, four times more likely to commit
property crimes, and three times more likely to have a record for drug
or disorderly conduct offenses.



Animal Cruelty and
’sychiatric Disorders

oman Gleyzer, MD, Alan R. Felthous, MD, and Charles E. Holzer Ill, PhD

umal crueity in childhood, akhough genenilly viewed is stacrmal or deviant, for years was not considered
mptomatic of any parcubar psychatrk disorder. Although animal cruelty s currently used as 3 dagnostk
kerion for conduct disorder, reseirch esmbishing the dagrostic spnificance of this behavior is essencially
nexistent. In the current study, investigators tested the hypothesis that a history of substantia) animal croelty is
woclited with a dagnosis of antisocial persoralicy disorder (APD) and looked for assocations with other
terders commonly dagnosad n 3 population of criminal defendanes. Forty-eighe subjeces, criminal defendanes
ho had histories of substantal anmal cruelty, were matched with defendants withoue this Nistory, Data were
sematically cbtained from the fles by using four specifically desigrad daca retrieval cutiines, A history of animal
welty durirg childhood was significantly assodiated with APD, ancisochl persomaliy traies, and polysubstance
use. Mental retardation, psychotic disorders, and alcohol abuse showed no such associition

Am Acad Psychiatry Law 30:257-65, 2002

98 criminal defendants [mean age 31 years], half with a
history of “substantial animal cruelty” [AC] and half without
such a history [NO-AC]

Polysubstance abuse > for AC than NO-AC, p<.0016

APD diagnosis > for AC (37.5%]) than NO-AC (8.3%), p<.0016




* One study using a sample of 64 men
revealed that 46% of convicted rapists
and 30% of convicted child molesters
admitted to being cruel to animals during
their childhood or adolescence

e Tingle, Barnard, Robbins, Newman, & Hutchinson. (1986). Childhood and
adolescent characteristics of pedophiles and rapists. International Journal L.

& Psychiatry 9, 103-116.



Violence and other criminality With regard to criminal behavior, a study by the
Chicago Police Department analyzed the arrest data for persons charged with crimes
against animals for the period of July 2001 to July 2004. The study revealed an

extremely high likelithood that animal cruelty was related to other offenses, both

violent and nonviolent. Eighty-six percent of animal offenders had multiple arrests in
their past, 70% had been arrested for felonies, and 70% had narcotics charges.
Approximately two-thirds had been arrested for battery-related violent offense
charges—i.e., aggravated domestic battery, domestic battery, aggravated battery, and
simple battery—and over half were alleged to be members of gangs [40].




Journal of Psychiatric Research 43 (2009) 1213-1218

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Journal of Psychiatric Research

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jpsychires

Correlates of cruelty to animals in the United States: Results from
the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions
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e The prevalence of all antisocial behaviors was higher
among persons with a lifetime history of animal cruelty
compared to persons without a lifetime history of animal cruelty.

e The most common behavior for persons with a history of animal
cruelty was doing something that one could be arrested for

irrespective of whether they were caught or not (61.70%, Cl =
57.31-65.92%).

e The least prevalent behavior was forcing someone to have sex
(1.20%, Cl = 0.59-2.41%).The strongest associations between
antisocial behaviors and animal cruelty were found for robbing or
mugging another person (OR = 17.93,95% Cl = 11.49-27.97),fire
setting (OR = 12.79,95% CI = 8.85—18.49), and harassing and
threatening someone (OR = 12.64,95% CI = 9.90-16.14).



Psychiatric comorbidities of individuals with and without a lifetime history of cruelty to animals.

Comorbid psychiatric disorder History of cruelty to animals No history of cruelty to animals Sociodemographic characteristics and
(N=728) (N=41203) other psychiatric disorders
% (95% CP) £(95%01) AOR® (95% (1)
Mood disorders
Major depressive disorder 3277 (28.38-37.48) 16.58 (15.89-17.29) 127 (0.75-1.69)
Bipolar disorder 1957 (1580-23.98) 550 (5.18-5.84) 099 (0.70-1.39)
Dysthymia 11.71 (940-14.49) 423 (3954.53) 1.17 (0.81-1.70)
Anxiety disorders
Panic disorder 7.49 (546-1021) 403(377-4.32) 089 (059-1.34)
Social phobia 1384 (11.07-17.16) 493 (455-5.35) 1.13 (082-1.55)
Specific phobia 1681 (1388-20.22) 949 (8.89-10.13) 1.03 (0.76-1.38)
Generalized anxiety disorder 10.75 (8.29-13.83) 4.12(3.794.48) 1.14 (0.75-1.72)
Substance use disorders
Alcohol use disorder 63.69 (58.71--68.38) 29.77 (28.28-3130) 156 (1.20-2.03)
Nicotine dependence 36.16 (31.39-41.21) 17.56 (16.63-18.54) 093 (0.71-1.2)
Marijuana use disorder 2790 (2387-32.32) 8.15(7.62-8.71) 105 (0.77-1.44)
Other illicit drug use disorder 1992 (1638-24.01) 502 (463-5.44) 1.05 (0.77-1.43)
Psychotic disorder 3.63 (2.19-595) 0.74 (0.64-0.86) 1.14 (059-2.22)
Conduct disorder 8.29 (566-1198) 094 (0.83-1.08) 953 (6.07-1497)
Personality disorders
Avoidant 9.89 (7.26-1333) 227 (206-251) 150 (097-2.30)
Dependent 2,66 (139-5.01) 0.46 (0.38-057) 0.76 (033-1.71)
Obsessive-compulsive 2656 (22.53-31.01) 7.74(7.30-8.21) 165 (1.24-2.20)
Paranoid 18.09 (14.79-21.93) 427 (398-4.58) 134 (093-1.94)
Schizoid 9.54 (7.17-1259) 309 (285-3.35) 0.70 (0.44-1.12)
Antisocial 3584 (3153-40.90) 3.13(288-3.40) 6.68 (5.05-8.85)
Histrionic 1069 (8.12-13.94) 1.72 (1.56-1.90) 162 (1.4-2.31)
Pathological gambling 3.02 (1.56-5.75) 0.39(0.32-047) 223 (1.04-4.78)
Family history of antisocial behavior 5387 (49.40-58.28) 2249 (21.45-23.56) 212(1.73-2.58)

Note: AOR values in bold are statistically significant (p-value <05).

* (I: confidence interval.

 AOR: odds ratio adjusted for sociodemographic variables, lifetime psychiatric disorders, and a family history of antisocial behavior.
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Research on the Link in Spain
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"Those who maltreat pets and unjustifiably
causing death or injuries that occur causing a
serious physical impairment, will be punished with
imprisonment of three months to one year and
disqualification special one to three years for the
exercise of profession , trade or commerce which
has a connection with animals.”
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DEFINITION OF ANIMAL ABUSE

“Socially unacceptable behavior that
intentionally causes unnecessary pain,
suffering, or distress to and/or death of
an animal” (Ascione, 1993)
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Dog/cock fighting




Cuquerella Fuentes, A. Subirana Domenech, M., Querol iVinas, N.,Ascione, Frank
R. (2003), Publicacions del Centre d’Estudis Juridics: Avaluacio del maltractament
als animals i la violencia domestica mitjancant els questionaris RACA en poblacio
medicoforense amb diagnostic de psicopatia

Sample: 24 inmates (forensic) diagnosed with ASPD
Characteristics:

. 14% sentenced for violent felonies (homicide,
murder, murder attempt)

. 69% commited rape (in 4 cases, # of victims 5-23)



Animal
Abuse

MacDonald (1963), Hellman & Blackman, 1966, Tapia (1971)






SAMPLE (201 1)

e b2 forensic cases

> h]l men

o average age 33,20 years

o With a history of animal abuse



Dependent variables

e (a) crime committed (violent/non-violent)

e (b) presence or not of two dimensional
psychopathy factors (PCL:SV: Hare 1985), and
ASPD (DSM-IV-TR)

e (c) McDonald triad (cruelty to animals,
pyromania, enuresis) and Pincus triad (child
abuse, brain injury, paranoia)



Jail (77%)

Parole (15%)

Security measures (psychiatric) (8%) |



Previous History:
Violent crime 77%
Alcohol abuse 35.8%
Drug abuse 83%




Obstruction of Justice

Vandalism

il Robbery/theft/ burglary

Kid i
Sexual agression/ aok ik h o
harassment Robbery wit
violence/ intimidation

”
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~ Pshychopathy (PCL: sv Hart, Cox &

- ~ Hare)

[ Moderate 36%




o Of the sample of 52 cases with a history
of animal abuse, the cause for their
prosecution is a violent crime (89%)

* They have a previous history of violent
offending (77%)




* High scores in psychopathy and ASPD
related to more sadistic animal abuse and
more sadistic interpersonal violence.
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CONCLUSIONS




The Link: IPV and cruelty to animals

e There is a growing body of evidence that
indicates further examination may be
warranted.

e The task for the mental health community
/criminologists is to place greater
emphasis on this element of offending
behaviour in their examination and
diagnostic procedures



The Link: IPV and cruelty to animals

» Law-enforcement
agents should be
trained
specifically.
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